Insights into an Ancient Atypical Kinase Essential for Biosynthesis of Coenzyme Q.
COQ8 proteins are homologs of atypical protein kinases required for the biosynthesis of coenzyme Q (CoQ). In this issue of Cell Chemical Biology, Reidenbach et al. (2018) show that COQ8 has an ATPase activity, required for CoQ biosynthesis, that is strongly activated by cardiolipin and small molecule mimics of early CoQ intermediates.